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Dear Chapter Members,

I hope this note finds you safe and productive as I know this has been a busy summer for all of 
us. For our members, the summer months can be the busiest and most profitable. As demands 
during the peak of the season increase, we can easily find ourselves struggling to find balance 
between managing business and making time to enjoy with family and friends. We all know, 
too well, the hours our work demands on us during this time. I hope that you recognize that 
your dedication to your business warrants a few summer weekends to yourself. Before you 
know it, the Fall and hybrid schedules will sneak up on us. Enjoy the summer while its here!

As for Chapter News, I wanted to share the following updates. The pandemic still continues to 
be a challenge to meet in-person as we have been accustomed to in the past. The effect of the 

Delta variant still needs to be met with social distancing along with restrictions on large gatherings in several parts 
of the Metro DC/Baltimore area. Even with that said, there is still plenty to look forward to. 

• We are currently in the middle of moving our September 7th event to a location that will allow us to properly 
host up to Chapter expectations. We will keep you posted with a revised date and location for this. 

• The 29th Annual Golf Outing has been scheduled for October 7, 2021 and has been moved to Waverly 
Woods Golf Course. We held the tournament there last year and found that their protocols allow us to keep a 
shotgun start for the outing which was not an option elsewhere. With the success of last year’s outing, the Board 
felt it prudent to continue this momentum with a supporting partner. The course continues to enforce several safety 
precautions and you can refer to their list on our website. Taylor Crampton is organizing the event this year and 
is available to answer any questions. I look forward to seeing you there! 

• Scholarship Applications are due on September 16th, 2021 and are available for college students. If you 
have any questions, please contact Dominic Huey who is the chair of the Education and Scholarship Committee at 
dhuey@structural.net. 

• Submissions for the Outstanding Project of the Year Awards are due on September 17th, 2021. I urge any and 
all firms to take advantage of this opportunity for some great recognition of their peers. Additional information 
is available on our website. Contact our chair of the Awards Committee, Luke Valentine, with any questions 
regarding submissions at lvalentine@etc-web.com.

• The ICRI National Fall Convention which is scheduled to be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota (in-person) on 
October 11th through the 13th. Refer to the National Chapter’s website for further information on the event.

• Our Annual Fall Technical Seminar is scheduled for December 2, 2021 at Concrete Protection & Restoration’s 
office. More information to follow. 

Please continue to use caution and be vigilant in safety on the job sites. I hope that you also take a beat to enjoy 
the remainder of the summer as well. I wish you all good health to you and your loved ones. I look forward to seeing 
you all at the next event!
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•SAFETY & LEGAL

•Fall Golf Outing

Brian



3rd Quarter 2021 LEGAL & SAFETY COLUMNS

An Ounce of Prevention Is Worth a Pound of Cure:  
Have Your Subcontract Reviewed Before You Sign It 

by Kenneth K. Sorteberg, Esquire

Often my subcontractor clients come to me for advice regarding disputes they have with general contractors. 
Just as often, I hold my head in my hands and think to myself, “If only my client had come to me before he or she 
signed this one-sided subcontract.”  

General contractors typically request that their subcontractors sign customized, onerous, one-sided subcontracts.  
My advice to subcontractors is first, tell the general contractor you would like to use the standard AIA A401-
2007 subcontract form, which is very fair to subcontractors.  If the general contractor balks at using this AIA 
subcontract form, then the next step is to review and modify the general contractor’s customized form.  I will 
discuss a few of the possible modifications below.

•	 Strike out the “pay if paid” clause, which basically says the subcontractor will not get paid unless the 
general contractor gets paid by the Owner. 

•	 State that you have the right to stop work if you have not been paid within 45 days after submitting your 
invoice. 

•	 Modify the final payment clause to state that final payment and retainage will be paid to you within 45 
days after your work is completed. 

•	 State that the schedule and any updates must 	
	 be approved by you.

•	 Modify the “no-damages-for-delay” clause 	
	 so that you can get paid for your extended 	
	 equipment costs and extended general 		
	 conditions costs.

•	 Limit your exposure to delay and liquidated 	
	 damages to, say, $10,000.

•	 Strike out the attorneys’ fees clause, or state 	
	 that you will not be liable for any attorneys’ 	
	 fees incurred by the general contractor or by 	
	 any others. 

  

Please feel free to contact Ken Sorteberg at sorteberg@
constructionlaw.com with any questions or suggestions for 
future Legal Columns.  Mr. Sorteberg is a civil engineer 
and an attorney (licensed in MD and DC) who focuses his 
practice on construction law. 



In the event of an Emergency how many of your employees know what to do? Where to meet? Who to call? 

No two Restoration Projects are completely the same. Therefore, even if you think you have a grasp of the basics 
of what to do in the event of an emergency, it is important that you know the specifics of the site where you are 
working and how to respond at that particular location. Without a plan in place, an emergency can quickly become 
a catastrophe. Emergency Action Plans should be in writing, posted at the jobsite, and reviewed with the employees 
on site by their supervisor. When preparing an EAP ask yourself: 

1. What is the emergency escape route from this site?
2. Where is the rally point or the location all the employees should meet once out of the worksite? 
3. Will any employees be responsible for critical operations before they can evacuate (such as shutting 		
    down equipment or assisting others)? 
	   a. If so, have them perform a small drill or mock evacuation so the scenario doesn’t seem so 			 
	       foreign in the event of an emergency.
4. Who is First Aid Trained on the Worksite? 
5. Who are the emergency contacts and what services do they provide? 
6. How will employees not present be notified of the   
    situation? 

If you can answer these few questions you are already on 
your way to completing your EAP. 

In the event of an emergency, an alarm or horn may 
be considered for alerting the employees to specific 
emergencies. This will also alert employees with certain 
responsibilities during an emergency they need to respond. 

Be sure to review the plan when the job begins. Review the 
plan with all new employees to the worksite and anytime 
there is either a change in the plan itself or a change in 
the work environment, be sure to alert all workers how the 
changes impact what their response should be. During a 
toolbox talk or a safety walk is a good time to review this 
information. 

These are just the first steps in developing a basic plan. For 
more complex worksites with multiple work stations and/or 
spread out activities a more detailed plan may be required. 
Contact your safety department or a safety consultant for 
assistance in developing plans that require more detail.

David Caple, COHC, CEAS
Construction Safety and Health Specialist, is the Principal Member of 
Pinnacle Safety Network, LLC. He has over 15 years experience in a 
combination of structural restoration and safety.
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By David Caple



Engineering investigation and determining 
of the causes of a structural failure of 
any constructed facilities such as bridges, 
buildings, industrial structures, metro 
stations, etc. along with the legal procedure 
and giving testimony refers as Forensic 
Structural Engineering. The forensic 
structural engineers bring their knowledge 
and experiences into investigation and act 
as a detective investigator and they will 
be expert witness when confronted by 
the attorneys and other opposing experts 
while litigation process.

The first steps after a structural failure

Preserve Destructible and Perishable Evidence
After a collapse, any condition and circumstances of the site could be a potential evidence. There are durable evidences 
that may remain unchanged for a period of a time and there are perishable evidences that needs to be documented 
immediately after collapse. An example of a perishable evidence is the weight of the snow accumulation on the roof which 
is extremely important as it indicated whether the failure was due to the design or construction error or any unforeseen 
overload.

Reserving Samples
In large size structural failures, its not practical to reserve entire structure and therefore the forensic engineer needs to 
take sample of both failed and non-failed elements and components of the structure.

Documentation of Conditions
The documentation of the failure could be in form of field note, photographs, video, etc.

Interviews
The interviews with witnesses and other 
persons on site could provide the valuable 
information for the forensic engineer. The 
interviews should be performed as soon 
as possible after collapse as they help to 
identify and locate the witnesses, receive 
fresh information and assist in formulating 
the scenarios for investigation.

Preliminary Evaluation
After initial information was collected 
during the above steps, the forensic engineers may be able to provide a preliminary evaluation and could develop the 
failure scenarios, testing program and perform the preliminary structural analysis. The engineers may identify the missing 
documents, additional required expertise and more persons for interview after the first steps.

Forensic Engineering of the Structural Failures

By Kevin Goudarzi, P.E.



Legal Process after a Failure
Simply, the legal process may consist of assembling the investigative and legal response team, developing the action 
plan, establishing a plan to protect the confidentially, cooperating and dealing with public agencies such as OSHA and 
FEMA, dealing with media and special consideration of the interested parties.

Engineering Investigation of Structural Failures
The steps of the engineering investigation and determining the causes of structural failures are as follows:

a.	 Assembling the investigation Team
b.	 Document Review
c.	 Field Investigation
d.	 Laboratory Analysis
e.	 Structural Analysis
f.	 Determining the Cause of Failure

Reference: Robert T. Ratay, “Forensic Structural Engineering Handbook” January 2000. 

Proud Sponsor of the Baltimore/Washington ICRI Chapter

Structural Repairs • CFRP Applications 
Epoxy Injection • Bearings • Expansion Joints 

External Post Tensioning
Post Tensioning Repairs • Shotcrete 

Cathodic Protection

(703) 378-2500
ed.kluckowski@freyssinetusa.com

www.freyssinetusa.com



ICRI BW Chapter Outstanding Repair Project Award
Submission instructions at www.icribwchapter.org/outstanding-repair-project-award/
 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 17, 2021
Each year, the BW Chapter of ICRI presents awards for recognition for exceptional and innovative repair 
projects in the Baltimore/Washington, D.C. area.  To be eligible, repair and/or restoration must be the major 
aspect for the overall project. This is defined by at least 25% of the project costs being associated with the repairs 
and/or restoration scope of work.  The repair and/or restoration portion of the project must be performed, 
designed and/or supplied by an ICRI Baltimore-Washington Chapter member, in good standing and the 
project submitted for consideration must be completed between June 1st the year prior to the Award (2020) 
and by May 31st of the year of the Award (2021). A single phase of a long term project may be submitted 
provided it meets the above completion timeline.  Maximum of one (1) award per individual ICRI Baltimore-
Washington member or member-company with multiple submittals.  CLICK FOR DETAILS & APPLICATION

www.skaengineers.com

 ` Condition Surveys and Repair  
Budget Estimates

 ` Contract/Permit Document Preparation 
Including Specifications & Drawings

 ` Construction Administration Services

 ` Parking Garage, Façade, Plaza, Balcony,  
and Roof Repair & Restoration

 ` Building Envelope/Enclosure 
Commissioning (BECx), Consulting & Testing

 ` Waterproofing Consulting Services

 ` Structural Analysis and Design

 ` Strengthening and Stabilization  
including FRP Design

 ` Historic Structure Repair & Renovation

 ` Special Inspections/Quality Control

 ` Laboratory Testing
 − Concrete Breaking, etc.

 ` Forensic Testing
 − Chloride Ion, Concrete Moisture,  

Impact Echo, etc.

 ` Field Testing
 − Bond Strength, Anchor Bolts, etc.

 ` NDT Services
 − Weld NDT, Windsor Probe, etc.

 ` Ground Penetrating Radar

 ` Core Drilling

301.881.1441

Adam Hibshman
General Manager

ahibshman@valcourt.net
301-262-7880 x104

VALCOURT. The Exterior 
Service Professionals.

http://www.icribwchapter.org/outstanding-repair-project-award/


Golf Tournament 
Sponsorship Opportunities

Thursday, October 7th, 2021

**REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 24, 2021**

SCHEDULE:
7:30 am: Course and  
Driving Range Open
9:00 am: Shotgun Start

Amount Enclosed

Scan and email this completed form 
to Taylor Crampton

REGISTRATION:
Single Golfer: $230
Foursome: $875

TOURNAMENT LOCATION:

Waverly Woods Golf Course

2100 Warwick Way

Marriottsville, MD 21104
www.waverlywoods.com

You must email your completed 
registration form to Taylor 

Crampton to confirm your spot:

Checks Payable to:
ICRI BWC

Save the paper!
Register and pay 

online at
ICRIBWChapter.org

Player Name Company

Name                                       Phone				    Email                      

Name

Company

Phone

Email

Contact Information for 
yourself or your team:

$2500 Luncheon Sponsor 
(Includes free foursome and sign 
at lunch table)

$2000 Beverage Cart Sponsor
(Includes free foursome  &
 sign on beverage cart)

$1500 Hole in One Sponsor
(Includes free foursome  and 
sign at hole)

$1500 Putting Contest Sponsor 
(Includes free foursome  and 
sign at putting contest)

ICRI Baltimore Washington Chapter
2021 Fall Golf Tournament

$

Taylor Crampton:
Tcrampton@concretecpr.com

$500 Breakfast Sponsor
(Includes sign at breakfast 
table)

$500 Range Ball Sponsor
(Includes sign at range)

$400 Competition Sponsor
(Includes sign at hole. 4 
available competitions: 
Men’s/Women’s Longest 
Drive, Men’s/Women’s 
Closest to Pin)

$200 Hole Sponsor



ICRI BW Chapter Scholarship Program
APPLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE AT WWW.ICRIBWCHAPTER.ORG/SCHOLARSHIPS

Each year, the chapter offers both an academic and industry scholarship to qualified individuals.  Criteria 
and eligibility rules and applications can be found on our web site under the heading SCHOLARSHIPS AND 
AWARDS.

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION 2020 (ACADEMIC)
Each scholarship granted under this program may be up to $1,000.00, plus a one year individual membership 
in the National ICRI and the Baltimore Washington Chapter of ICRI. The award shall be for one year. Applicants 
may reapply for subsequent years. The Scholarship Award may be used towards an accredited institution of 
higher learning, professional certification program or a continuing educational program. The winner will have 
to submit an accountability of the Scholarship Award.

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM GUIDELINES AND APPLICATION 2020 (INDUSTRY)
Each scholarship granted under this program may be up to $1,000.00. The award shall be for one year. 
Applicants may reapply for subsequent years. The Scholarship Award may be used towards an accredited 
institution of higher learning, professional certification program or a continuing educational program. The 
winner will have to submit an accountability of the Scholarship Award.

Questions:  Dominic Huey: dhuey@structural.net or call at 443-293-6395
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Brian J. Radigan
Tremco Commercial Sealants & Waterproofing, Inc.
443-924-7943
bradigan@tremcoinc.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Justin P. Long, P.E.
Smislova, Kehnemui & Associates
301-881-1441
justinl@skaengineers.com

TREASURER
Nick Henn, P.E.
Engineering & Technical Consultants, Inc.
(410) 312.4761
nhenn@etc-web.com

SECRETARY
Luke Valentine
Engineering & Technical Consultants, Inc.
410) 312.4761
lvalentine@etc-web.com

DIRECTOR – 1 Year Term
Kevin Goudarzi, P.E.
KGS Construction Services, Inc.
703-853-0092
kgoudarzi@kgsconstruction.com

DIRECTOR – 1 Year Term
Brian Baker
PPSI
301-708-8102
brian@ppsimd.com

DIRECTOR – 1 Year Term
Mike Camarda
Smislova, Kehnemui & Associates, P.A.
(301) 881-1441
michaelc@skaengineers.com

DIRECTOR – 2 Year Term
Dominic Huey
Structural Preservation Systems
(410) 796-5000
dhuey@structural.net

DIRECTOR – 2 Year Term
Randall Kratz
SIKA
410-336-3757
kratz.randall@us.sika.com

DIRECTOR – 2 Year Term
Tom Ouska
Construction Systems Group, Inc.
(410) 298-2669
touska@csgengineer.com

DIRECTOR – 3 Year Term
Todd Carroll
CA Lindman
410-925-7983
toddcarroll@calindman.com

DIRECTOR – 3 Year Term
Taylor Crampton
Concrete Protection & Restoration Inc.
443-506-3187
tcrampton@concretecpr.com

DIRECTOR – 3 Year Term
Joe Wilcher III
Walker Consultants
202-774-8769
jwilcher@walkerconsultants.com

2021 Chapter Officers & board of Directors

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Rich Barrett - LymTal International 
(443) 844-1716 - rich@lymtal.com

The Aggregate is the official newsletter for The Baltimore/ Washington, DC Chapter of The International Concrete Repair 
Institute and is published quarterly and sent to tall current sustaining members of the chapter. In addition to chapter news, 
highlights, and possible advertising opportunities, The Aggregate includes informative technical articles on a variety of issues 
related to the concrete repair industry.

The ICRI BWC chapter is looking for individuals interested in contributing a technical article (s) related to industry practice or 
instruction, technology and design, professional concepts/issues, project profiles, or any other topics relevant to ICRI members. 
Articles will be presented as the main article in an upcoming edition of The Aggregate. Articles do not necessarily need to 
be authored by an ICRI member, so please forward this request to any individual outside of the organization who may be 
interested in submitting. This could be a great opportunity for younger professions to get published or for someone to share 
an informative or interesting lesson learned article. Please visit the Aggregate archives on the ICRI-BWC website to see the 
types of articles that have been published previously. 

Also,  technical article contributors to the Aggregate will recieve a complimentary registration for the succeeding quarterly 
dinner meeting for ICRI BWC.  Please contact Brian Radican (bradigan@tremcoinc.com), Chapter President for more details. 

The Baltimore/Washington D.C. Chapter of ICRI is seeking technical 
articles for publication in its quarterly newsletter, The Aggregate.

mailto:rich%40lymtal.com?subject=
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12435 Park Potomac Avenue, Suite 300 • Potomac, MD 20854   
P  301.881.1441   

www.skaengineers.com

David J. Rodler PE 
Sr. Principal 

davidr@skaengineers.com

J. Brent Stephens PE 
Principal 

jbrents@skaengineers.com

Charles T. Mitchell 
Director  |  Testing + Inspection 

charlesm@skaengineers.com


